National Visa Center Update

for Congressional Offices

U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs

Montreal to Handle All Fiancé Visa Interviews
in Canada

As of April 1, 2016, the U.S. Consulate General in Vancouver no
longer processes K-1 visas, also known as fiancé(e) visas. The
U.S. Consulate General in Montreal is now the interviewing site
for all K visas in Canada. This change will allow Mission Canada
to more efficiently schedule and adjudicate K visa applications.

The U.S. Consulate General in Montreal currently provides all
immigrant visa services in Canada. The application process for
K visas is the same as for immigrant visas. While we recognize
that having to travel to Montreal will be an inconvenience for
applicants, processing all immigrant visas. including the K fiancé
visas, at the same post will help ensure transparency,
consistency, and uniform customer service for all applicants.

What does this mean for Vancouver-area residents who are
applying for a K visa? After the National Visa Center forwards the
applicant’s I-129F petition to the U.S. Consulate General in
Montreal, consular staff will contact the applicant with detailed
instructions and schedule an interview appointment. The
applicant will then need to travel to Montreal for their interview.

Information on the types of forms and documents that each _ _ .
applicant will need to submit prior to their interview is online. 9 days to process incoming petitions
upon receipt of files from USCIS
This change applies to all K-1 petitions received at the National . o : .
Visa Center after March 31, 2016. The U.S. Consulate General in 28 days to review civil and financial
Vancouver will continue to process K visa applications and documents mailed by applicants
conduct interviews for petitions they received prior to that date. NVC receives 14,000 to 16,000
For additional information, please refer to the State Department’s petitions weekly from USCIS
consular information website, call the National Visa Center at
603-334-0700, or contact by email the U.S. Consulate Montreal
at Montreal-IV-DV@state.gov or the U.S. Consulate Vancouver at
vancouverk@state.gov.

NVC Continues its Record Year

NVC scheduled more than 50,000 applicants for immigrant visa interviews in April 2016 - a single-month record
for NVC. This continual growth demonstrates the Bureau of Consular Affairs’ (CA) dedication to customer service
worldwide. Through close cooperation among embassies, consulates, NVC, and CA’s Visa Office, we are continually
seeking ways to improve our customers’ experience.
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Changes to the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa Program

The FY 2016 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) extends the Department of State’s authority to issue
Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) to Afghan nationals who were employed by or on behalf of the U.S. government.
The extension authorizes 3,000 additional visas to Afghan principal applicants, for a total of 7,000 since
December 19, 2014. The Afghan SIV program will end when all 7,000 visas are issued.

The NDAA also increases the minimum required length of service from one year to two years for applications for
Chief of Mission (COM) approval submitted after September 30, 2015. Applicants who submitted applications on
or before September 30, 2015, must demonstrate only one year of qualifying service.

Another amendment to the program includes an expansion of the type of work that qualifies for an SIV; now certain
Afghans who were employed by ISAF or a successor mission to ISAF may qualify for this program.

You can find more details and information on this program and the application process on the State Department’s
website.

I-730 Cases in Israel Now Assigned to Jerusalem

Immigrant visa applicants in Israel who are beneficiaries of I-730 petitions will now receive interview appointments
at the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem.

The I-730 petition is for the follow-to-join spouses and children of refugees and asylees (commonly referred to as
Visas 92 and Visas 93). Previously the appointment workload in this visa category was split between the U.S.
Embassy in Tel Aviv and U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem.

Update on Interview Scheduling for Yemeni Immigrant Visa Applicants

Beginning with appointments in June 2016, the U.S. Department of State is scheduling immigrant visa
appointments for Yemeni applicants at the U.S. Embassy in Djibouti instead of the U.S. Embassy in Algeria in order
to prevent delays and move more applicants to the interview stage. The U.S. Embassy in Djibouti no longer requires
applicants to be physically present in the country prior to
transferring their case. Interviews are being scheduled in order

of the date the case became documentarily qualified and eligible
for scheduling.

Since August 2015, NVC has scheduled visa interviews for Yemeni E-mail us at NVCCongressional
citizens in Algiers unless applicants requested their case be @state.gov

transferred to another country. However, as of March 23, 2016,

the Government of Algeria requires Yemeni nationals to have a Use Fhe NVC case numberlor USCIS
visa to enter Algeria. While some applicants have successfully receipt number as the subject line
obtained Algerian visas, this is preventing many applicants from
attending interviews scheduled at the U.S. Embassy in

Algiers. There is additional information on the U.S. Embassy Include in the body of the e-mail the

in Algiers’s website. name and date of birth of the
beneficiary (visa applicant)

Please refer to one case per e-mail

Below are some frequently asked questions on immigrant visa

interviews for Yemeni applicants. This information is available on Include an authorization from the
the U.S. Embassy in Sanaa’s website, which the U.S. Department petitioner or beneficiary that either
of State continues to update and where your constituents can find specifically refers to DOS or NVC, or
detailed information on the interview process and interview gives broad permission to “any
locations. federal agency” to share information

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

What if | have an immigrant visa interview already scheduled
in Algeria? The National Visa Center, including our

Your interview will not be canceled. If you do not attend the OIS OIS e e SR LI

interview, the U.S. Embassy in Algiers will return your case to
NVC with the assumption that you were unable to enter the
country. When NVC receives your case file from Algiers, NVC will
assign the case to the U.S. Embassy in Djibouti. Interviews are e Monday, July 4 Independence Day
scheduled in order of the date the case became documentarily
qualified and eligible for scheduling.

closed on the following federal holidays:

e Monday, May 30 Memorial Day

| am waiting to receive a visa interview appointment — what will happen to my case?

If your case file is documentarily complete at NVC and you are waiting for a visa interview, you do not need to take
any action. Your case will be moved into the queue to receive an appointment at the U.S. Embassy in Djibouti.
Interviews are scheduled in order of the date the case became documentarily qualified and eligible for scheduling.

I am in Algeria now, or | have a valid Algerian visa - can | still interview in Algiers?

Yes. The U.S. Embassy in Algiers is compiling a list of Yemeni IV applicants present in Algeria. Any applicant who is
in Algeria or has a valid Algerian visa can be scheduled for a visa interview there. Please e-mail the U.S. Embassy
in Algiers at Algiers-YemenlV@state.gov with the following information to let us know you wish to process your
immigrant visa application at the U.S. Embassy in Algiers, and the embassy will request your case from NVC:

NVC case number

The principal applicant's name and date of birth, as well as that of any derivative family members
The petitioner's name

A copy of the principal applicant's Yemeni passport biographical page

A copy of the Algerian entry stamp or valid Algerian visa

A current phone number in Algeria

I am not able to attend an interview in Djibouti. Can | transfer my case to a different embassy?

Yes. Applicants who do not want their case to be handled by the U.S. Embassy in Djibouti can request to transfer
their case to a U.S. embassy in another country. Email your request to IVYemen@state.gov with the following data:

e Please research a country’s visa requirements for Yemeni citizens before making a transfer request to
ensure you will be allowed to enter the country.

NVC case number or USCIS receipt number

The principal applicant's name and date of birth

The petitioner's name

The city/country where the applicant wishes to attend a U.S. visa interview

An address and phone number in that country

I've been waiting a long time for an interview. When will you give me an appointment?

Given the high demand for visa appointments worldwide, you should expect to wait several months - if not longer -
before we can schedule an interview for your case. Interviews are scheduled in order of the date the case became
documentarily qualified and eligible for scheduling. NVC will contact you by mail or email when there is an
appointment available. You do not need to take any action at this time unless instructed or if you want to request
a case transfer.

Please note that any decision to take on costs associated with travel and stay in a third country for the purpose of
the visa interview is at the applicant’s discretion. Most countries have strict immigration rules regarding overstay,
and it is the applicant’s responsibility to maintain their legal stay while remaining in a third country for their visa
interview and processing.
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How It Works: USCIS Provisional Waivers,
Termination and NVC

We receive many questions about how NVC'’s process is affected
by the I-601A Application for a Provisional Unlawful Presence
Waiver. This form is filed with and adjudicated by U.S. Citizenship @ 603-334-0828
and Immigration Services (USCIS).
NVCCongressional@state.gov
What is an I-601A waiver? Foreign nationals who are not eligible
to adjust status while in the United States must apply for an
immigrant visa at a U.S. embassy overseas. However, anyone
who has been found to have accrued more than 180 days of
unlawful presence in the United States must obtain a waiver of
inadmissibility to overcome the unlawful presence bars under
section 212(a)(9)(B) of the Immigration and Nationality Act before
they can receive a visa. The I-601A waiver allows certain
applicants - currently only immediate relatives - to apply for a
waiver of more than 180 days of unlawful presence in the U.S.
before they go overseas for their immigrant visa interview, which
shortens the time they are apart from their family members in the @ 603-334-0700
U.S. You can find more details on USCIS’s website. Monday through Friday
7:00 am — midnight EDT

http://nvc.state.gov

In terms of NVC’s process, here are the most commonly asked

questions about the I-601A waiver: E E-mail via the public inquiry form on
http://nvc.state.gov/ask

Does NVC stop working on my case when | file an I-601A

application?

No. NVC can collect and review documents and fees for a case
while USCIS’s decision is pending. In fact, we urge applicants not
to suspend their contact with NVC while their I-601A application is
with USCIS. A case can be documentarily qualified pending a
decision from USCIS, so it benefits the applicant to continue NVC’s
process while USCIS reviews his or her I-601A waiver application.
Documentarily qualified cases will not move into the queue for a
visa interview appointment until USCIS adjudicates the provisional
waiver application.

Become a of the U.S.
Department of State Bureau
of Consular Affairs

the U.S. Department of
State Bureau of Consular
Affairs

How can | get proof that | paid my IV fee?

USCIS requires applicants to include proof that their Immigrant Visa fee has been paid when submitting an I-601A
provisional waiver application. If an applicant paid online using the Consular Electronic Application Center (CEAC),
they can print a receipt from CEAC. They need their case number and invoice number to log into CEAC. If they are
unable to print a receipt, NVC has an e-mail address for I-601A fee receipts. Please note the NVCI601A@state.gov
e-mail is only for generating IV fee receipts. NVC does not respond to general inquiries in this mailbox. Applicants
who paid their IV fee at a U.S. embassy or consulate overseas should request a receipt from that office.

Can NVC help me complete my Form I-601A?

Applicants with questions about how to file Form I-601A or the status of a waiver application should contact USCIS
at 1-800-375-5283 or visit their website.

Do I need to tell NVC when my waiver is approved?
No. USCIS will notify NVC of its decision, and we will take appropriate action on the case.

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Will NVC return my case to USCIS if the I-601A provisional waiver is denied?

No. Applicants are still eligible to attend a visa interview at a U.S. embassy or consulate overseas. During the
interview and adjudication of the visa application, the consular officer will determine whether there are any grounds
of inadmissibility. If there are, the applicant can apply for a regular I-601 waiver with USCIS using a Form 1-601
Application for Waiver of Grounds of Inadmissibility. Applicants cannot apply for a Form I-601 until after they attend
their immigrant visa interview at a U.S. embassy or consulate.

Will my case terminate at NVC while my waiver application is at USCIS?

This depends on the individual case and the date the customer filed an I-601A application. Section 203(g) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act requires the Secretary of State to terminate the registration of any alien who fails to
apply for an immigrant visa within one year following notification of the availability of a visa. In other words, an
applicant has to contact NVC at least once a year to prevent his or her case from entering termination. Contact
includes calling or e-mailing NVC, or submitting required documents, forms or fees.

There are three stages of termination at NVC:

¢ One year after an applicant is notified that they should begin working with NVC and a visa number is available, if
they have made no contact with NVC we send them notice that termination proceedings will begin in one year
absent any contact from them. At this stage, an applicant can simply call NVC to confirm they want to continue
pursuing an immigrant visa.

o Two years after initial notification, the U.S. embassy responsible for the case (where the applicant will be
interviewing) will decide whether the termination process will be stopped. They make this decision based on
information submitted by the applicant explaining why they were unable to contact NVC or take any action on
their case for the previous two years.

o At the three-year mark, the case terminates. Petitioners are welcome to file a new petition with USCIS.

If an applicant’s case began the termination process at NVC prior to submitting the I-601A waiver application with
USCIS, it is possible that it could terminate. Please review the below scenarios for details:

e If the applicant files an I-601A before the one-year contact period with NVC elapses: USCIS tells NVC when an
I-601A application is filed. If that filing occurs within the one-year period, that counts as “contact” with NVC to
prevent termination proceedings from starting. Additionally, in that situation termination will not begin as long
as the waiver application is pending with USCIS. Once USCIS makes a decision on an applicant’s I-601A waiver,
the waiver approval date will re-start the one-year clock and the applicant must contact NVC within one year to
ensure the case does not enter termination.

e If the applicant files an I-601A between one and two years: If they filed an I-601A application with USCIS after
not contacting NVC for one year but before the two-year mark, they can simply contact NVC and ask to be taken
out of termination. We will do so, and then “freeze” the clock on that case until USCIS makes a decision on the
waiver.

e If the applicant files an I-601A between two and three years: If the filing took place after two years of non-
contact with NVC, the applicant needs to call or e-mail NVC to request that an embassy consider reinstating
their case. The applicant will need to provide an explanation of why they were unable to pursue their case.

o If the applicant files an I-601A three years or later: If they filed the waiver after three years, their case will have
already terminated and they will need to re-file their petition with USCIS.

For any case that remains active at NVC, once USCIS makes a decision on an applicant’s I-601A waiver the one-
year clock will re-start and the applicant must contact NVC within one year to ensure the case does not enter
termination.
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