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Benin

June 17, 2014

Alert: Benin Announces Temporary Suspension
of Intercountry Adoption Applications

Benin informed the State Department that, as of May 22, it has temporarily
suspended acceptance of new applications for intercountry adoptions as the
Benin government prepares to implement the Hague Convention on the
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption
(Convention). The suspension applies to both plenary and simple adoptions
of Beninese children.

The U.S. Embassy is in communication with the Benin government
concerning transition cases; the government will decide how to proceed on
a case-by-case basis.

On February 26, 2014, the National Assembly passed a bill authorizing
Benin to become a party to the Convention. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced plans are in process to deposit its instrument of accession but
has not provided a timeline.

The Department of State will provide updated information on
adoption.state.gov as it becomes available. If you have any questions about
this notice, please contact the Office of Children’s Issues at 1-888-407-
4747 within the United States, or 202-501-4444 from outside the United
States. Email inquiries may be directed to AdoptionUSCA@state.gov.
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