
 
 

American Consulate General  
Johannesburg, South Africa  

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR 
VISA APPLICANTS  

 
Every visa applicant, regardless of age, is required to undergo a complete medical 
examination prior to the issuance of the immigrant visa. The completed medical forms, 
together with the serological and blood test results, must be submitted to the Consulate 
General on the appointed day. Applicants coming to South Africa from the United States 
for their final interviews must arrange their travel itinerary so that they can undergo their 
medical examination at least ten days prior to their scheduled immigrant visa interview 
appointment. The reasons for this are that in case medical complications arise, further tests 
may be required. The test for Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) also takes 
approximately 3 days to complete in South Africa. The medical examination and the test for 
AIDS must be accomplished by one of our panel physicians in South Africa.  
 

Kindly read carefully and follow the instructions below:  
 

1. Carry your passport with you when appearing for the examination since, as indicated 
above, verification of your identity must be presented and the number of your 
passport photographed on to the X-Ray plate.  

2. Kindly arrange to collect the completed Medical Reports yourself. It will not be 
forwarded to you. The fee for the examination (approximately R750.00 for the 
medical examination, excluding vaccinations) must be borne by the applicant. Please 
note that the fees quoted are approximate and applicable only to South Africa.  

3. X-Rays and Serological tests are not required in cases of children under the age of 
fifteen years, unless the medical examiner has reason to suspect that such tests are 
necessary.  

4. If specifically requested by a pregnant immigrant visa applicant, a panel physician 
may waive the chest X-Ray examination requirement. The following statement 
should be typed or stamped on the correct form by your physician in the “Remarks” 
column: “Pregnant - X-Ray requirement waived at applicant’s request”.  

 
(FOR YOUR INFORMATION: A Medical Examination Report is valid for a period of 
6 months prior to the issuance of the visa)  
 


