Public Comments Update

On September 15, 2003, the Department of State published for public comment two proposed regulations on intercountry adoptions in the Federal Register.  The first proposed regulation addresses the accreditation and approval of adoption service providers who wish to provide services in adoption cases subject to the Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention (Part 96).  This proposed regulation addresses the procedures and standards that will be used in the accreditation and approval process.  The second proposed regulation addresses the federal governments’s preservation of Hague Convention records (Part 98).  Both regulations are available at http://www.gpoaccess.gov and were published in Part 2 of the Federal Register for September 15, 2003.  These proposed rules were open for a 90-day public comment period that commenced on September 15, 2003 and concluded on December 15, 2003.

The Department is currently in the process of reviewing the public comments and making revisions to the proposed regulations as appropriate.  Once the Department has reviewed the comments offered during the notice and comment period, the Department is required to publish in the Federal Register the questions and public comments received and the Department’s responses to such comments, along with any modifications to the proposed regulations.  The Federal Register publication serves as the notice that the regulations have become final.  Updates on the status of the draft regulations will be posted to this website.

Concurrent with reviewing and modifying the regulations, the Department is in the process of designating accrediting entities that will accredit and approve adoption services provides that wish to provide services in cases covered by the Hague Convention.  Once the regulations are published in final form, designated accrediting entities will be able to use the regulations to begin the accreditation and approval process.  The United States must have accredited and approved providers available to provide services in Convention cases before we can deposit our instrument of ratification and bring the Convention into force for the United States.  

If you have additional question on this matter you may contact Gloria Laguna on (202) 736-9095.  
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